
Stanford Junior and Infant School

Phonics into Reading
Workshop 



Aims of the session
➢To explain why reading is so important.

➢To show you how we teach reading at 
Stanford.

➢To give you ideas for supporting at home.



http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/3-5

It’s all about play!

➢ Playing with language, 
words, pictures and 
stories.

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/3-5


Why is reading important?
Studies show that reading for pleasure makes a big difference to 

children’s educational performance. 

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not 

only perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also

• develop a broader vocabulary, 

• increase their general knowledge,

• have a better understanding of other cultures.

In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child 

does well at school than their social or economic background.



How do we Teach Reading at Stanford?

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 
consist of two dimensions: 

❖ word reading

❖ comprehension (both listening and reading). 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in 
both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed for each.



Teaching Word Reading
Individual letter sounds Sound chart

Sounds blend to make 
words

We practice in our play.
Eventually the words we can read 
are in books.

https://www.r
uthmiskin.com
/en/find-out-
more/parents/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/


Year 1 onwards

❖ Used in phonics lessons,

❖ Used in reading sessions,

❖ Used independently,

❖ Displayed in books and on tables,

❖ Used to help spelling for writing.



Home reading books



Teaching 
comprehension

Drama

Author 
Visits



Teaching comprehension





What words could describe the 
water in the picture?

How are the animals feeling and 
how do you know?

What might the animals 
do next?

What is happening to the boat?



http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/5-7/tips

Helping at home

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/5-7/tips


How can you help at home?

☺ Share stories, picture books and other texts with 
your child.

☺ Read many different books to your child.

☺ Show your child that you read in everyday life, and 
love it.



... more helping at home?

☺ Create situations where books and reading are 
associated with happy times.

☺ Read the books your child loves.

☺ Bring stories to life with lots of expression and silly 
voices.



... more helping at home?

☺ Talk about the stories and pictures and play: What 
happens next?

☺ If your child struggles:
PAUSE - PROMPT - PRAISE.

☺ Be positive ...



☺ In the early reading stages...

Avoid saying:
• No!
• That’s an easy word!
• That was wrong!
• You should know that!
• Try and remember
• You’ve already had it
• Think!
• You know this word!
• What do you mean you’re tired?
• Come on you’re not concentrating!
• We did that yesterday!

Try to say:
• I liked the way you worked that out!
• Get your mouth ready to say the 

word.
• What can you hear at the 

beginning/end?
• Does that make sense?
• Does it look right?
• Try that again.
• Do you know a word like that?
• Look at the picture and see if that 

helps.



☺ Reading is everywhere ...





Useful links
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/ National Literacy Trust; Parent Portal

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-
reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/how-to-
read-with-your-child/

Book Trust website

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/ Phonics games to play

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
Current and updated 
recommendations for specific age 
groups. Ideas for reading with 
children. Questions to ask.

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/how-to-read-with-your-child/
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/

