READING PAPER TOP TIPS

Read the narrative ( story) first. It is easier
to skim and scan the non fiction / poetry.
Use the Headings in Non fiction to help
you locate information quickly.

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
Read everything even days and dates at the top of non-fiction pieces
they may be a clue to a question. CIRCLE DATES AND NAMES!

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
Circle important pieces of information as you go along. Write a brief
summary in txt spk next to each paragraph if necessary.

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
Answer the RIGHT there questions first – usually the circle
/ join up or 1 point questions.

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
Read the questions carefully – if it says tick three then
TICK 3!!!!!!!!!

READING PAPER TOP TIPS

If it says find and copy – a word or phrase – DO JUST
THAT ( but NOT the whole sentence)

• excel

• better than anyone expected

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
1. If it asks for your opinion on something – make it up as long as you can link
it to the text!

Opinion Answer
Because I think it would be fun trying to pluck the string and make them
sound like a person’s voice.
To save time I started with because as I’d already ticked the drum so the marker
knew what I was talking about! I hate drumming – I just made up an answer linked
to what it said in the paragraph!

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
3 point questions –

Write your answer and make sure you use the word
BECAUSE to explain it!
Try to think of 3 different points if possible. If you
make different points – make sure you bullet point
them.
15. Some people think that Pliny’s uncle was a brave but foolish leader.
What do you think?
Brave

foolish

brave and foolish

Explain your answer using parts of the information to help you.

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
3 point questions –

If you are asked to predict what would happen next.
Think of the things that need resolving in the story
and comment on them. Try to find different things!
What do you think will happen after the rain comes?
Explain your answer fully.

•The crops would grow
•They would feel happier and more hopeful
•They would finally get some money when they sell the crops.

READING PAPER TOP TIPS
2 or 3 point questions –

If you are asked to hot seat a character – refer to
events in the text and comment on them, imagining
your feelings and actions! Write in the 1ST PERSON!
When Garnet’s mother heard that they had received bills in the
post,
she only said: ‘Oh’.
What do you think the mother was thinking at that point on page 5?
Write her thoughts in this thought bubble.

Oh! I’ll have to hide the bill before Bill sees it.
It will only make him feel worse than he
already does. I really wish the rain would
come so we finally get some money.

TOP TIPS FOR WHY HAVE
THEY USED THESE
WORDS?

If you are being asked to comment on words

Do NOT NOT NOT repeat the word or phrase they have
used!!!!
E.G. What does the word burst tell us about the
movement – don’t say - because it was bursting through!

TOP TIPS FOR WHY HAVE
THEY USED THESE
WORDS?

If you are being asked to comment on words – imagine you a a living
thesaurus and think of other words it means!
• burst = quick, sharp, explosive, fast, powerful, unexpected,
•Then chose 2 quite different words from your mental list – e.g. quick
and powerful.
•Then make your sentence:“ the word burst makes the reader think that the lava is moving very
quickly and is so powerful that is can break the hard rock.”

TOP TIPS FOR WHY HAVE
THEY USED THESE
WORDS?

If you are being asked to comment on a metaphor or a simile you
need to think about the meaning of the comparison.
“It’s the second death of Pompeii”
Death of a city = it’s being destroyed
Second = it’s happened before

He means that the Pompeii will be destroyed just like it was before by
the volcano.

TOP TIPS FOR WHY HAVE
THEY USED THESE
WORDS?

If you are being asked to comment on a metaphor or a simile you
need to think about the meaning of the comparison.
The hailstones were like golf balls hitting a tin roof.

Golf balls hitting a tin roof = very loud

Golf balls = white and round

He means that hailstones were making a very loud sound.

He could also be comparing the size of the hailstones to the size of
golfballs.

TOP TIPS FOR WHY HAVE
THEY USED THESE
WORDS?

If you are being asked to comment something a character says which
sounds as if they are saying the opposite of what they mean.
My precious ironing board – precious and ironing board are words
that do not really go together so she is being sarcastic or humourous.
I can’t wait for my delightful SATS tests! – you wouldn’t use delightful
and tests together!!
So the person is trying to be funny or sarcastic.

TOP TIPS FOR WHY HAVE
THEY USED THESE
WORDS?

If you are being asked to comment on the choice of a name for
something.
It is usually a compound word made of two words which hold
meaning.
Batman – he’s called bat man because he flies like bat, dresses like a
bat and he is a man.
I am suffering from Sats-ache – if you ache it means you are
probably ill. The Sats at the beginning of the word is telling us that
it’s the Sats that are making him ill.

They maybe tricky /
technical words which
are explained in the
text or in a glossary.

Why are some
words in bold?

They have the same
function as a
subheading –
informing the reader
of what they about to
read.

They may relate to a
diagram or picture in
which they are also
included.

They could be
important words such
as names of places,
people or jobs etc.

DO NOT WRITE
•SO THEY STAND OUT

•THEY ARE IMPORTANT
•TO CATCH YOUR ATTENTION
•TO ADD EMPHASIS

They help the reader
to navigate (find their
away) around the text
to locate key
information more
rapidly

They inform the
reader of about what
they are going to read
next (what the
paragraph under the
heading is about)

They tell the reader
they are moving onto
a different section
/topic

What are the
functions of the
subheadings?

DO NOT WRITE
•SO THEY STAND OUT
•THEY ARE IMPORTANT
•TO CATCH YOUR ATTENTION

•TO ADD EMPHASIS
•IT MAKES IT CLEARER TO READ

They help to break up
the information into
key topics.

In speech – to show
interruption

At the start of a story
introduction – could
introduce a flashback

In the middle of a
story to show a jump
forward in time or
place

Function of an
ellipsis?
To add tension and
leave the narrative on
a cliff hanger.

DO NOT WRITE
•TO MAKE IT MORE EXCITING

To illustrate a story –
give more of a better
picture to the reader

In a persuasive text –
can produce an
emotive response
(e.g. a fluffy kitten
advertising cat food)

If a text is complicated
a diagram can make it
clearer.

Function of
pictures /
diagrams
To tell a story e.g. a
cartoon strip

DO NOT WRITE
•To make it clearer without any
additional information
•To make it look nice

A diagram can show
positions and
dimensions more
clearly.

THAT’S ALL FOLKS!

